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Abstract

TYPES AND SUPPLY METHODS OF WHITE PORCELAIN USED
BY THE COURT PAINTERS IN UIGWE DURING THE 17™

CENTURY

HaN HYESUN (HAN, HYE SUN)

White porcelain used in royal court and government offices of Joseon
was made in the main center of Saongwon, the royal kiln, and is classified
into high-quality white porcelain, which was baked individually in the
saggar with fine sand grain support, and poor-quality white porcelains,
which were baked in layers with the support of taetobijeum(roughly baked
porcelain used as a support for baking good porcelain) or sand. There
have been a lot of studies and interest in the high-quality white porcelain
used as the highest level ritual wares and food utensils, but the poor-quality
white porcelain, which takes up dominant portion, hasn’t been studied
that much.

However, I, the author of this study, found out that a considerable
amount of white porcelain was provided to craftsmen who were gathered
to various royal events, while researching Uigwe resources. This means
White porcelain was used for craftsmen’s production tools beyond simple
dish or ritual wares. White porcelain was used by craftsmen in various
fields, and among them, craftsmen who used the most number were ‘the

Court Painters(255)’.
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White porcelain bowls and boa used by the Court Painters were utilized
to grind or mix pigment in pairs with makja, and when pigment was
divided by colors to pain, plate and jongja seemed to be used. As there
were many types of pigment, the amount of white porcelain given to
the Court Painters was considerable, and the distribution was done at
Saongwon and Pyeongsiseo. The white porcelain provided to the Court
Painters might have been poor quality new products that weren’t used
in the Royal kiln, but sometimes, they were reused from damaged ones
from other government offices.

It is well known fact that ritual wares were main focus in studying
Uigwe in the history of porcelain. However, it was white porcelain that
was used in royal court and central government offices in various ways
and uses. In order to specify how a great deal of white porcelain made
in the royal kiln was used, Uigwe is still important and effective, and

it is necessary to research it carefully in the multiangles.

Key Words :Joseon Dynasty, Uigwe(f#l), the Court Painters(#fi), White porcelain,
Saongwon( %), Pyeongsiseo(’ il %)
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